Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #452
Call to Worship: Psalm
96:1-4
Silent prayer
We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 




As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #95 “Now with Joyful Exultation”
For our Call to Confession:  Philippians 1:3-18  This morning we are going to start a new series through the book of Philippians.  As we read those verses from Philippians 1, it really strikes me just how joyful Paul is! He Prayed with Joy and gratitude. And he joyfully lists out the reasons why he is so grateful both to the Philippians and to God. He is overwhelmingly joyful in his faith. Confident of the power of God.

And then, even when he talks about being in prison, with people trying to make trouble for him - Paul AGAIN finds reasons to be joyful! There were men who were preaching Christ just to get Paul into trouble, and yet Paul says, VS>18
Seriously?! And yet, as we proceed thru this book, Paul slowly but surely explains where this joy came from - it came from the very basics of the faith! If you have the basics of the faith in Jesus Christ - then you too can and should have this grateful attitude of Joy! DO YOU?! Let us confess our lack of joy in the Gospel, and our failure to count God's blessings, as we come to the Lord in a prayer of confession. 

Let’s Pray:
Let us rejoice in God’s pardon and grace, as we sing of the Gift of His Spirit as we Sing:
 #27
 “Jehovah is my light” Vs 1,7,8,9
Let’s come again before the Lord in time of Congregational Prayer: 
Scripture Reading:
Acts 16:6-40

Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #439
“God of Grace” 
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:1-2 (again)

Sermon Title:
“An Interesting Beginning”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #365
“Now thank we all our God” Vs 1-2
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
Psalm #365
“Now thank we all our God” Vs 3

Morning Sermon: “An Encouraging Start”



N.Shore Philippians #1
Text:  Philippians 1:1-7, + 4:14-18 (read 1:3-18a call to confession) 
Reading: Acts 16:6-40  
Introduction:
 Children, when we read our Bibles, we often say something kinda confusing – we say, “Turn to the Book of Philippians, or the book of Psalms…” The Bible is one book, and yet, we say that it has 66 books inside it, with many chapters and verses in each one. And it is not wrong to speak this way – but it can be confusing. We could easily forget that these different sections of the Bible were written in different ways. For example, many of the Old Testament books were actually written as independent scrolls/books for God’s people. But in the NT, the majority were written not as books, but as letters from Paul or another apostle to a specific church or group of churches!


This morning, we will begin looking at the letter from the Apostle Paul to the Church in a place called Philippi in the country of Greece. And to help you understand the letter, I will be explaining a number of things about the background of the city itself, the church of Philippi, and the content & setting of the letter which Paul wrote to them.

AS we look at the text before us and at the book overall, we will learn one central lesson/theme: 





Christ is the Church’s Source for Grace, Peace, Gratitude and Joy!
  We will explore that theme and the background of this epistle under 2 headings:
 
I. The City and Church of the Philippians

II. Paul and the Letter to the Philippians  
Let’s begin with:

I. The City & Church of the Philippians
(REPEAT)
Now, I don’t want to spend a lot of time on this – but I do want you to understand the basics about this city. The city of Philippi got its name from King Philip II of Macedon – the father of Alexander the Great. But by the time of the Apostle Paul, the city had been conquered by Rome and turned into a Roman Colony. In fact, a couple of famous battles were fought near this city, and the veterans of those battles were allowed to retire to Philippi as full citizens of Rome. And Philippi took their Roman citizenship seriously – it was a big thing to have full rights as Roman citizens thousands of miles away from Rome! They worked hard to maintain a Roman culture in the middle of Greece. 

And that was such a major aspect of city life, that Paul picks up on that theme of citizenship later in the book. Something which we will explore later.










 Now, since this city was predominantly made up of retired Roman soldiers – there were not enough Jews there to have a Synagogue. So, when Paul first went there – he had to look around for where Jews or true worshippers of God might gather for prayer. And when he found them, he began to share the Gospel with them, and so began the Church in Philippi – as we read in Acts! This was one of the first churches which Paul founded, and it was built from those who were historically rejected by the Jews!

For example, for many generations, the Jews have made/printed prayer books to guide in daily prayer. One of those historic prayers (which is still prayed today) is for Jewish men, and goes along lines: God, thank you that I was not born a Gentile! God, Thank you that I was not born a woman! God, Thank you that I was not born a slave!

Supposedly this prayer wasn’t meant to be racist or sexist – it was based on the great work that God had given to Jewish men, and so being a Jewish man was a privilege and responsibility. However, such prayers show some of the pride and self-righteousness that has developed in Judaism.  Jewish men thought they were greater than all others. 
I saw a discussion online about this prayer, which talked about the outrage that would happen if a Christian prayer book included the prayer, “God, I thank you that I was not born a Jew/muslim, or a woman.”
Now, I bring that up, because when we look at the start of the church in Philippi – we see a church which started with the conversion of 3 individuals from each of these despised categories! This Church started with the conversion of a woman (Lydia), a demon-possessed slave (also a woman), and a Gentile man – the Philippian jailer!  God started this church with those whom the Jews looked down upon, but then He continued that great work to see this church thrive. And this epistle/letter which Paul writes to them, is one of the most positive of all his letters. 


In 1st & 2nd Corinthians, Paul needed to rebuke the congregation for serious sins and division. In Galatians, he had to rebuke error and people who were straying from the true faith of the Gospel. In Ephesians and Colossians, Paul tells the church to stop doing certain serious sins… Even the letter to the Romans contains a section near the end which implies that the Church in Rome had various problems. 

But when we come to Philippians, It is FULL of Gratitude, Humility, JOY, confidence, and more Joy! This church certainly wasn’t perfect… and as we will see later on, they did have a couple of ladies who were causing some problems of division in the church… But overall, this was a remarkably faithful church
 In fact, this book seems to have more than its fair share of famous phrases &verses of the NT!

You would have recognized vs.6 – He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
Or vs.21 - for to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
The Humility passage of Chapter 2 based on Christ…is Classic!
2:12-13 Work out your salvation with fear & trembling! 3:13-14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God...in C.J.
Chap.4: Rejoice in the Lord Always, Again I say, Rejoice… Peace passes understanding 4:13 I can do all things thru Christ who strngths me!
This book is truly RICH in encouragement and comfort for the believer. Even the calls to godliness appear to be encouragements to keep on doing what they were doing, and improving in the faith rather than outright rebukes! 
And so that brings us to our second point:  
II. Paul and the Letter to the Philippians 
(REPEAT)
It would help you get a better grip on this book/Letter, if you could remember a timeline of Paul’s life. 


When you study Acts, you see that the 2nd half of Acts is essentially a biography for Paul’s missionary Journeys. When you get to chapter 16, you see that Paul and Timothy established the Church in Philippi after repeatedly being prevented from entering Asia, and Paul received a vision of a Macedonian man asking for help.  Paul and his companions decided to go to Greece, to the region of Macedonia and ultimately to Philippi. 

Afterwards… Paul went on to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus among other places… Many years later, Paul went back to visit the various churches which he had started, and he even spent 3 months in Greece, before starting toward Jerusalem where he was eventually arrested. So, this letter to the Philippians was a letter to one of the first and most successful of the churches which Paul started! And Paul had seen them just months before his arrest by the Jews. But then it took years before Paul was actually tried, appealed to Caesar, and later transported to Italy to await trial in Rome. 


That brings us to the date of this epistle… In our reading earlier in the service, we saw that Paul identified himself as being in prison at the time of writing this. So, I want you to get that firmly in your Mind, and we will come back to that in a few moments. Paul was in prison when he wrote these words of joy/peac. But then again, he was in prison in Acts 16 at the founding of this church in Philippi as well… and what did we read about him there?  They were praying and singing hymns to God when the earthquake broke off their chains and opened the prison doors! And that led to the salvation of the Philippian Jailer! And years later, in another prison, suffering other attacks, Paul wrote to encourage his brothers/sisters in the faith in Philippi!

Because of this… The church in Philippi probably had one of the most realistic understandings of persecution and the trials of the Christian life! And this is reflected in the strong, clear teaching in this letter on how we ought to respond to the pains and difficulties of life: We are to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ!

And I think that is evident, pretty much straight away in these first verses, because Paul can’t help repeating that name – Christ Jesus! Look at vs. 1-2 again. READ
It is interesting to note that Paul mentions Timothy here – he doesn’t always do this in his epistles. But Timothy had been active in the planting of this church, and Timothy was noted as being a wise and capable pastor and helper of Paul. So, it is possible that he is mentioned because he made some contribution to the letter. We don’t know…  
Paul identified himself and Timothy as bond-servants of Christ Jesus. Literally, they were slaves of the Lord. And as slaves do their master’s bidding, Paul shows an enthusiasm for the work of the Lord throughout this book. Particularly in vs.21 of chapter 1: To Live is Christ and to die is gain. He was ready to die, but willing to live on if it meant fruitful labor for God’s Kingdom! Christ was certainly the center of all Paul did and said.
But then again, Paul saw Christ as the center of the people to whom he was writing as well. Look at what he called them: They were “the Saints in Christ Jesus, with the overseers and deacons”. So, this epistle was not written only to the elders and deacons, but to the whole church. And the “lay people” the members are called Saints! 





This means that they were the “Holy ones” – set apart for the Lord Jesus! This is NOT a reference to the Catholic practice of making people “Saints” capital S. No! This is the title which belongs to each one of you, if you are IN Christ Jesus!
For when you repent of your sin, and put your faith in Jesus Christ – believing that He Lived the perfect life that you can’t live, and that He died the Hellish death that you deserve to die, and that He rose again to set you free – at that moment you are transformed from being a SINNER into a Saint! 
And Paul loved these dear saints, these brothers and sisters in the faith. He greeted them in the same way that he began every epistle, and the same way, that we begin every one of our services – greeting them in the name of the Lord: Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Now, have you ever stopped to consider what we are doing when we do that?! It isn’t just some silly formality that we do. This is the pattern of the Apostles when they spoke the Word of God to the Church. And what is fascinating is that those words were originally not that special. You see, the verb form of the word translated grace here was often used as an opening word of greetings in Greek letters! WE have much historical evidence of that. It was only in Christianity that the word Grace took on such a full and rich meaning. 



Likewise, the Jews used the word Shalom, or peace in many of their communications and greetings. It would have been so common that it would almost be like our “Hi, How are you?” – We so often don’t mean it or even wait for someone to tell us how they are!! 

But when Paul takes these two words, and he uses them together – He does so with their Christian meanings. We have been recipients of God’s grace in Christ – and thru Christ we have found peace with God, we are no longer His enemies, but we are His children and heirs!! Therefore, this greeting is in the right order – for God’s grace leads us to God’s peace. So, it is Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!  
It is a greeting of Christian blessing! Christians have so delighted in the grace/peace of God that for many generations we have taken these same greetings and opened every service with them. 

Now… Stop and Think about that for a moment… That part of the service is NOT the time to find the numbers for the next hymn! That part of the service is a moment to reflect on the Enormous blessings and riches that God has given us in Christ! IT is a time to remember that we gather as God’s people in worship – 2x every Sunday – not to check off some list or perform good deeds to impress God – but we come here and worship together in order to receive God’s GRACE and PEACE!
Gathering in corporate worship is not a formality or a bonus – it is a vital part of your Christian experience. There are so many people who say that they don’t go to church –or they don’t go very often, because they find they are too spiritually dry. But when you find yourself spiritually dry– that is when you NEED God’s Grace and Peace! 





That is when you need to gather, worship and seek the Lord with your brothers and sisters – for there you find rest for your souls in the body of Christ!
The thing that really gets me, is that this whole letter was written by Paul while He was in Prison – and it is full of Joy, references to God’s grace, peace and provision. IT is upbeat and positive in so many places! This is the fruit of a heart that is close to the Lord and resting on Him!

Paul gives us here, the example of a true slave of Christ – And all Christians are slaves of Christ… And yet, God’s service is not slavery in the sense of pain, anguish and oppression. Rather, His service is full of grace and peace and Joy! And so is His Worship – when rightly understood!
Do you know this peace? 
          Are you a recipient of God’s grace in Christ? If not, seek Him! Repent & Believe… don’t stop until you know Him!
And IF you do know this grace/peace of Christ… then Worship Him with Joy!
 Amen.
